

[bookmark: _GoBack]The American society had placed certain expectations on both men and women in society. The novel is set after the Second World War. Women in this society have to meet extremely high standards. There is an obsession with the Miss America beauty pageant and all the women in society are expected to look in this particular way. Men on the other hand are expected to work and provide for their families. Women are expected to maintain a certain appearance which revolves around being good housewives. Men are also the ones that get the better jobs while women are expected to settle for dead end jobs. It’s worth noting that in the movie even the editors for the woman magazine are men. This shows how much women have been forced to take a step back. There is a real pressure on the women in society to be perfect in everything they do. This obsession pushed women to read magazines in order to get the new trends. It is understood that it is better for women to be just housewives as opposed to balancing work and house duties. Esther Greenwood, who is the protagonist in this novel, is not excited by this kind of life. In chapter 1, she says I guess I should have been excited the way most other girls were, but I couldn’t get myself to react. This shows how different she is from the other women in society. In the movie, women drop out from school and opt to pursue marriage. Esther lacks this same kind of excitement that everyone else in her society has. She believes that there is more in life. She appears to be isolated from society because of her way of thinking. This is similar to Holden Caulfield, In the Catcher in the rye. Holden struggles to understand the society he is living in and this makes his coming of age process difficult.
